
APP 2026 WINTER CONFERENCE

AGENDA

JANUARY 28 to 30, 2026
KAHALA RESORT, O’AHU, HAWAII



THE PASHA GROUP

Proud sponsor of the 
Association of Pacific Ports 
Winter Conference 

Keeping Guam and the Region

1026 Cabras Highway, Piti, GU 96915
671-477-5931

moving!moving!5 Years of
Service

2026 APP Ad Draft_3.indd   12026 APP Ad Draft_3.indd   1 1/7/26   1:46 PM1/7/26   1:46 PM



THE PASHA GROUP

Proud sponsor of the 
Association of Pacific Ports 
Winter Conference 



OFFICERS
President
Conchita Taitano 
Port Authority of Guam

First Vice President/Treasurer
Kirk DeJesus 
Port of Stockton

Second Vice President 
Barney Sene/Tumua Matuu  
American Samoa Port Administration

Third Vice President 
Zoran Knezevic/Mike Carter  
Port Alberni Port Authority

Past President
Ian Marr  
Port of Nanaimo 

ASSOCIATION OF
PACIFIC PORTS

APP EXECUTIVE

The APP 2025/26 Executive Committee

REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES
Chan-Jung Chang – Taiwan International Ports 
Corporation (Taiwan)
Ian Marr – Port of Nanaimo (B.C.)
Kevin Ware / Sara Young – Port of Skagit (Washington)
Sharon Weissman – Port of Long Beach (S. California)
Jerry Nathan – Republic of Marshall Islands Ports 
Authority. (Pacific Islands)
Captain Manuel Fernando Gutiérrez Gallardo – General 
Coordination of Ports and Merchant Marine (Mexico)

AT LARGE
Kim B. Puzey – Port of Umatilla
Esther Ada – Commonwealth Ports Authority,
Northern Mariana Islands
Chin-Jung Wang – Taiwan International Ports Corporation 

4 — ASSOCIATION OF PACIFIC PORTS — 2026 WINTER CONFERENCE



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Welcome to the APP’s 2026 Winter Conference

Aloha and welcome, everyone. It is my honor to welcome 
you to the APP’s 2026 Winter Conference here in 
beautiful O’ahu, Hawai’i.

We respectfully acknowledge that we gather on the ancestral 
lands of the Native Hawaiian people. Mahalo nui loa to the 
kānaka maoli — the indigenous people of these islands — for 
your continued stewardship of this land and these waters. It is a 
privilege to be here.
Hawai’i truly sits at the heart of our association — the middle 

point connecting our members from British Columbia to Alaska, 
down the West Coast through California, across to Mexico, 
throughout Micronesia and the Pacific islands, and reaching 
Taiwan. But this place is more than convenient geography.
For thousands of years, Pacific peoples have understood 

something essential: the ocean does not separate us. It connects 
us. Our ancestors navigated these vast waters guided by stars, 
currents, and deep knowledge passed down through generations. 
They knew that every island, every coast, every port is part of a 
larger system — a network of relationships built on trust, mutual 
support, and shared responsibility for the waters that sustain us all. 
This ancient wisdom speaks powerfully to our present moment.
We are living through a time of profound transition. Climate 

change, rising seas, extreme weather events, and shifting global 
trade patterns are not distant threats — they are reshaping our 
ports, our communities, and our coastlines right now. But here’s 
what the Pacific has always known: we are stronger together than 
we are alone. And with interconnection comes responsibility — 
not just to our own ports, but to each other, to the communities 
we serve, and to the generations who will inherit what we build 
today.
This is what the Association of Pacific Ports represents. Not just 

shipping lanes and cargo movements, but a living commitment to 
navigate this transition together — with wisdom, with courage, 
and with care for the whole Pacific community.

Use every moment of your time here 
to connect with your colleagues from 
across the Pacific Rim and throughout 
the island nations. Share what’s working. 
Admit what’s hard. Build the trust that 
will carry us through the challenges 
ahead.
I want to take this opportunity to 

thank our many sponsors. While there 
are too many to name here, you’ll find 
their logos below, and we’ll remind you 
of their participation throughout the conference. Such support 
is critical to the APP’s success, and we extend our sincere thanks.
As we wrap up our 2026 Winter Conference, planning for the 

APP 112th Annual Conference will begin in earnest. As the Host 
Port, the Port Authority of Guam is eager to welcome you to 
Guam on August 3-6, 2026.
The CHamoru people have a word: inafa’maolek (pronounced: 

in-ah-fah-mow-lek). It means interdependence, harmony, and 
making things right for the collective good.  In a time of global 
transition, inafa’maolek is not just a cultural value. It’s a strategy 
that resonates together; we are stronger. That’s the spirit we’ll 
bring in August. That’s the spirit of APP.
We look forward to sharing details over the coming months.
This week, take a moment to look out at the Pacific. Feel the 

trade winds. Watch the waves.
Mahalo for being here. Learn something new. Make a 

connection. Take care of each other.  And remember: we are not 
just building ports. We are helping build the future of the Pacific 
— together.

Si Yu’us Ma’åse’. Mahalo. Thank you.
 Conchita Taitano

President, APP / Vice Chairperson, Port Authority of Guam

Thanks to all of our sponsors!
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COMPANION PROGRAM

7:00 to 9:00 am	
Breakfast (Maile Foyer)
Sponsored by Port of Hueneme

8:45 am to 1:00 pm (aprox. time of return)
Oahu Scenic Half-Day Circle Island Tour
Experience the best of O’ahu’s east side without committing your 
whole day. This convenient half-day tour picks you up directly 
from the Kahala Resort and takes you to the highlights of the 
island’s east coast. Explore Diamond Head, Halona Blowhole, 
and Makapuu Lookout — perfect for whale watching during 
the winter whale season. Enjoy a delicious Hawaiian breakfast 
burrito at Hawaiian Island Café, then take in the stunning views 
at Pali Lookout and visit the peaceful Byodo-Inn Temple.

Companions should be ready to board the shuttle bus at 8:45 am 
(located at the front entrance of the Kahala Resort).

1:00 pm	
Lunch (Maile Foyer)
Sponsored by Matson 

1:45 to 4:30 pm (est.)	
Shuttle to Royal Hawaiian Shopping Centre
Browse renowned retailers in fashion, jewelry, Hawaiian gifts, 
beauty and more. From high fashion houses with collections 
straight from the runway to local boutiques offering one-of-a-
kind accessories & apparel, Royal Hawaiian Center shopping is 
the best Kālakaua Avenue has to offer.

6:00 to 9:00 pm	
Dinner on Koko Head Ocean Lawn
Co-Sponsored by Port of Long Beach, The Pasha Group and  
Port of San Diego
Guests are sure to enjoy this buffet dinner in a prime location 
surrounded by beautiful beaches. Entertainment includes 
a musical duet, hula dancers, and a knife fire dancer with 
drummers.

6:00 to 8:00 pm	
Welcome Reception	 (Plumeria Ocean Grove)
Sponsored by Port Authority of Guam and Kongsberg
Your first opportunity to greet old friends and colleagues and get 
started on building new relationships!

JANUARY 28, 2026

JANUARY 29, 2026

7:00 to 9:00 am	
Breakfast (Maile Foyer)
Sponsored by Liebherr

8:45 am to Noon	
Field trip: Waterfront Tour of Honolulu Harbor 
Sponsored by Young Brothers, Lynker and Burns & McDonnell 
Join conference attendees on this field trip aboard the Star of 
Honolulu for a waterfront tour of Honolulu Harbor. The tour will 
pass by terminals operated by The Pasha Group (including the 
almost-complete Kapalama Container Terminal) and Matson as 
well as Hawaii’s Pier 2 Cruise Terminal, the Honolulu Vehicle 
Processing Center and much more.

Joining Moderator DreanaLee Kalili (Hawaii Department of 
Transportation), is Rickey Childs (The Pasha Group); Greg Chu 
(Matson); and Chris Martin (Young Brothers), to provide details 
on facilities and activities within the harbor.

Noon to 1:00 pm 
Lunch (Maile Foyer)
Sponsored by Port of Umatilla and Schrader Co. 

1:00 to 2:00 pm
Haku Kupe’e (Haku Lei Bracelet Making) (Veranda)
Learn the ancient Hawaiian art of weaving raffia and create a 
keepsake bracelet. A relaxing, fun and engaging way to finish up 
your time with all companions.

JANUARY 30, 2026

Need Assistance?
We’re here to help! Call:

APP: Jane McIvor — 604-418-8546  
KAHALA RESORT CONCIERGE: 808-739-8811 Makapuu Lookout

Byodo-Inn Temple

6 — ASSOCIATION OF PACIFIC PORTS — 2026 WINTER CONFERENCE



Every Island. EveryWeek.
For over 125-years, Young Brothers has
delivered dependable interisland shipping across
Hawai‘i - serving every major port and the state’s
most remote communities.

As the only regulated interisland water-carrier,
we operate under public oversight, invest with
intention, and innovate to improve safety,
efficiency, and reliability - because for an island
state, shipping isn’t optional. It is essential.

From purpose-built barges to nation-leading port
technology, our investments are designed for
long-term service, not short-term gain.

MOVING
WHAT
MATTERS
MOST

www.YoungBrothersHawaii.com
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AGENDA 	 WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28, 2026

6:45 am to 2:00 pm — Golf: Hoakalei Country Club
Sponsored by Port of Stockton and SSA Marine

Designed by “The Big Easy” Ernie Els, Hoakalei challenges the most skilled golfer while also catering to recreational players. 
Measuring a whopping 7,413 yards from the back tees, Hoakalei is the longest course in Hawaii for those wanting to test their limits! 
The regular tees measure 6,226 yards for members wishing to have a relaxing round with pristine course conditions. Golf includes 
lunch at the Club following your game.

Golfers should be ready to go by 6:45 am at the front entrance of the Kahala Resort to take the shuttle to the Hoakalei Country Club. 
The return shuttle has been scheduled for 1:00 pm.

3:00 to 5:00 pm 
APP Executive Committee Meeting  (Kainoa I Boardroom)
Association business for the APP Executive Committee.

1:00 to 4:00 pm	
Registration (Located in the Maile Foyer)
Stop by to register, pick up your name tag and delegate bag with goodies from our sponsors!

6:00 to 8:00 pm	
Welcome Reception	 (Plumeria Ocean Grove)
Sponsored by  Port Authority of Guam and Kongsberg
Your first opportunity to greet old friends and colleagues and get started on building new relationships! The Plumeria Ocean Grove 
provides a perfect oceanfront setting with breathtaking views.

www.lynker.com
spautzke@lynker.com

CONNECTIONS  ::  SOLUTION-ORIENTED  
PRODUCT OUTPUT  ::  INNOVATIVE

 �Grant writing
 �Natural resource  
stakeholder surveys
 �ESA/MMPA/NEPA/ 
MSA policy and analysis
 �Biosampling
 �Electronic monitoring  
and machine learning

 �Graphic design  
and communications
 �Facilitation and 
meeting coordination
 �Assisting capacity- 
challenged 
organizations
 �Resource management  
and monitoring 
planning

Resilient solutions 
for ports and 

maritime facilities.

burnsmcd.com
TOM E. SPEAR
OWNER / C EO

PHONE  :  4 2 5 - 3 7 7 - 1 5 5 0  |  2 0 6 - 6 05 - 5 6 5 7
EMA I L  :  TOM@SCHRADERCO.COM
WEBS I T E  :  WWW. SCHRADERCO.COM
ADDRESS  :  9 2 7  O LYMP I C  AV E  E DMONDS ,  WA  9 8 020

TOM E. SPEAR
OWNER/CEO

PHONE	 :	 425-377-1550 | 206-605-5657
EMAIL	 :	 TOM@SCHRADERCO.COM
WEBSITE	 :	 WWW.SCHRADERCO.COM
ADDRESS	 :	 PO BOX 914, KINGSTON WA
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 29, 2026 

7:00 to 9:00 am	
Breakfast (Maile Foyer)
Sponsored by Port of Hueneme

7:00 am to 4:00 pm
Registration desk	 (Maile Foyer)

8:00 am
Welcome Remarks (Maile Ballroom)

8:05 to 8:30 am 
Keynote Speaker
Edward Sniffen, Director,  
Hawaii Department of Transportation

8:30 to 9:00 am
MARAD Update
Gus Hein, Mid-Pacific Gateway Director,  
U.S. Maritime Administration
MARAD’s Gus Hein provides an update on activities within the 
Department of Transportation’s Martime Administration.

9:00 to 9:40 am
Port and Maritime Leadership Insights
Eric Gilmore, Director of Business Development, 
International Association of Maritime and Port Executives 
(IAMPE)
The International Association of Maritime and Port Executives 
(IAMPE) has built a strong and expanding network of port 
professionals and offers a standardized education program for 
commissioners, executives, and managers across the maritime 
industry, supporting ongoing professional development and 
skill building. IAMPE also offers professional services for 
Ports, such as tariff review and preparation, strategic planning, 
and consulting.  In addition to presenting research and studies 
that inform strategic planning, business development, and 
management practices, Mr. Gilmore will share insights and 
practical guidance drawn from the Maritime Port programs.

9:40 to 10:10 am
Ports and PFAS
Anya Kwan, Associate, Best Best & Krieger LLP
Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (“PFAS”) are a group 
of highly stable compounds that persist indefinitely in the 
environment. Ms. Kwan, an associate in BBK’s Environmental 
and Natural Resources Law practice group, will provide an 
overview of upcoming regulations, the liability this will place on 
ports, and advise on emerging contaminants.

10:10 to 10:30 am 	
Refreshment Break (Maile Foyer)
Sponsored by Port of Redwood City	

10:30 to 11:00 am
Emission Reductions and Community Efforts (Maile 
Ballroom)
Joe Carrillo, Regional Vice President, Northern California, 
SSA Marine and Jeff Wingfield, Deputy Port Director of 
Regulatory and Public Affairs, Port of Stockton
Jeff Wingfield, Port of Stockton’s Deputy Port Director, and 
Joe Carrillo, SSA Marine’s Regional Vice President, Northern 
California, team up to provide an update on the Port’s emission 
reduction and community efforts.

11:00 am to Noon
Port Update Session
APP Port Members are asked to provide a five-minute update 
on activities within their jurisdiction. This important session 
will identify ideas and initiatives that can be further discussed 
throughout the remaining days of the conference.

Noon to 1:00 pm
Luncheon (Mail Foyer)
Sponsored by Matson 

www.ssamarine.com

We partner to move  We partner to move  
commerce with efficiency, commerce with efficiency, 

flexibility, and integrity.flexibility, and integrity.

MarineSSA

Mark Your Calendar! APP 112th Annual Conference!   
August 3 to 6, 2026 — Guam

www.PacificPortsConference.com
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 29, 2026

1:00 to 1:35 pm
Beyond Boundaries: Aligning Port Security with Policing Objectives 
(Maile Ballroom)
Anita Gill, Port Security Officer and Director of Security,  
Compliance & Authorizations, Vancouver Fraser Port Authority
What is the role of ports in supporting policing on the waterfront? This presentation 
explores the critical intersection of port operations and law enforcement, focusing on how 
ports contribute to maintaining safety and security in complex maritime environments. 
This presentation will share insights into Canada’s port security framework and 
highlight initiatives led by the Vancouver Fraser Port Authority to proactively “lean 
in” and collaborate with policing agencies, strengthening partnerships and enhancing 
enforcement capabilities for public safety while facilitating trade through Canada’s 
largest gateway.

1:35 to 2:10 pm
Leading with Clarity in an AI-Driven World 
Walter Anderson, PortSecure Cybersecurity / 
CISO, Nanaimo Port Authority
In an environment shaped by AI acceleration and rising cyber pressures, leaders are 
navigating more complexity than ever. In this session, Walter Anderson explores how 
clarity, ownership, resilience, and execution form the foundation of confident, modern 
leadership. Attendees will learn how to cut through noise, make grounded decisions, and 
lead teams with steadiness in high-pressure environments. This talk offers a practical, 
leadership-first approach to staying clear, intentional, and effective in an unpredictable 
world.

2:10 to 2:40 pm
Turning Vessel Emissions Data 
into Better Port Decisions
Annfinn Hjelm,  
Environmental Port Index
The Environmental Port Index (EPI) 
is a unique reporting tool developed in 
collaboration with DNV and numerous 
shipping industry experts. The aim is to 
increase the operational efficiency of both 
ship owners and port operators, while 
reducing their impact on the environment. 
The EPI is an international solution, 
backed by global maritime experts and 
a robust IT infrastructure capable of 
supporting ports around the world.

2:40 to 3:00 pm	
Refreshment Break (Maile Foyer)
Sponsored by Port of Skagit	

3:00 to 3:50 pm
Port of Hueneme’s SPEED 
Initiative (Maile Ballroom)
Maripas Jacoba, Community Outreach 
Specialist, Port of Hueneme
The Port of Hueneme’s Sustainability, 
Prosperity, Education, Equity-Driven 
(SPEED) Initiative is an investment of 
$2 Million Dollars from the California 
Transportation Agency to develop a 
Workforce Development program in 
Ventura County.  As a result of this, the 
Port brought together a collaboration 
between multiple partners to create a 
pipeline to develop “the workforce of the 
future”.

3:50 to 4:30 pm	
Associate Member Updates
Practice your two-minute elevator 
pitch! This session is an open forum for 
APP’s Associate Members to introduce 
themselves and explain their products and 
services.

6:00 to 9:00 pm
Hawaiian Dinner (Koko Head 
Ocean Lawn)
Sponsored by Port of Long Beach,  
The Pasha Group, and Port of San Diego
Guests are sure to enjoy this buffet dinner 
in a prime location. Entertainment 
includes a musical duet, hula dancers, and 
a knife fire dancer with drummers. Plus 
door prizes!!!

Bridging the gap between 
idea + achievement
At HDR, we’re helping our clients push open the doors 
to what’s possible, every day.

Proud sponsor of the 2026 Pacific Ports Conference

hdrinc.com 
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 30, 2026

7:00 to 9:00 am	
Breakfast (Maile Foyer)
Sponsored by Liebherr

7:45 to 8:45 am
Associate Members’ Meeting
A special meeting for Associate Members 
to review current benefits, and develop new 
benefits and ways for greater engagement 
and collaboration between Associate and 
Port Members. Grab your breakfast and 
join us for this brainstorming session!

8:45 to 11:45 am
Field Trip! Waterfront Tour of 
Honolulu Harbor
Sponsored by Young Brothers, Lynker and 
Burns & McDonnell
Attendees are in for a treat as they 
board the Star of Honolulu for a tour of 
Honolulu Harbor. Joining Moderator 
DreanaLee Kalili (Hawaii Department 
of Transportation), is Rickey Childs (The 
Pasha Group); Greg Chu (Matson); and 
Chris Martin (Young Brothers), to provide 

details on facilities and activities within 
the harbor.

11:45 am to 12:45 pm 
Lunch (Maile Foyer)
Sponsored by Port of Umatilla and Schrader Co. 

12:45 to 1:15 pm
Board of Directors Meeting 
Association of Pacific Ports business. 

1:15 to 1:30 pm
Update: Green Marine Initiatives
Eleanor Kirtley, Senior Program 
Manager, Green Marine 
Green Marine’s Eleanor Kirtley will recap 
the outcome of the first round of pilot 
projects in 2024 and the launching of a 
second round in 2026.

1:30 to 1:50 pm
Evaluating the Impact of 
Offshore Renewable Energy 
Development and O/G Platform 
Decommissioning 
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Stacey Kilarski, Resource Management 
Specialist, Lynker
Stacey Kilarski, Resource Management 
Specialist with Lynker, a premier science, 
engineering, and technology company, 
will provide an overview of the study: Port 
Infrastructure Needs of Commercial and 
Recreational Fisheries Along the U.S. West 
Coast. Ms. Kilarski will explore the study’s 
research and strategies to evaluate how 
offshore renewable energy development 
and oil and gas platform decommissioning 
may affect West Coast port-based fishing 
industries. The study will be key to future 
environmental reviews by the Bureau of 
Ocean Energy Management, Coastal 
Zone Management Act determinations, 
and long-term offshore energy planning. 
Ms. Kilarski will highlight those parts 
of the study that focus on infrastructure 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 30, 2026

conditions, stakeholder priorities and 
port-specific sensitivities to future offshore 
energy development while minimizing 
adverse impacts on coastal economies and 
fisheries.

1:50 to 2:20 pm
Ports as Catalysts:  
Building the Circular Economy 
from the Shore Up
Blair Tassone, Director of Business 
Development, and Deanna Woods, 
Director of People & Product 
Development, GRT
Ports have always connected the world…
but today, they also sit at the intersection 
of waste abundance and resource scarcity. 
Each year, millions of tonnes of dredge, 
sediment, and excess soil flow through 

port systems, most of it discarded. 
This session invites a new view: ports 
as engines of circular transformation. 
Presenters will show how regenerating 
these materials into clean construction 
resources can reduce transport impacts, 
strengthen shorelines, and create local 
value. Together, we’ll explore how every 
port can become a proving ground for a 
more resilient, circular economy.

2:20 to 2:40 pm
Refreshment Break (Maile Foyer)
Sponsored by HDR

2:40 to 3:30 pm
Logistic Challenges and 
Requirements for Military 
Buildup in the Pacific
Moderator: Derek Chow, Business 
Development Manager, Burns & 
McDonnell
Panel: Gregory Bunn, Senior Director, 
Government Solutions, The Pasha 
Group; 
LTC Julie A. Campbell, Chief, G44 
Mobility Division, USAARPAC G4; 
Chris Martin, Vice President, 
Operations, Young Brothers LLC; and 
Kirk Molacek, Director of Federal 
Projects, Burns & McDonnell
Derek Chow, Burns & McDonnell leads 
a panel of experts that will discuss US 
military cargo logistics through civilian 
logistics systems. The panel will look 
at the importance of civilian logistics 
systems and how best to optimize 
operations through lessons learned and 
improvements to processes.

3:30 to 4:00 pm
Recession “Proofing” Your Marina
Scott Grindy, President, Pacific Coast 
Congress of Harbormasters and Port 
Managers
Providing proven ideas to help protect 
your marina revenues while remaining 
fully operational.

4:20 to 4:30 pm 
Closing Session
A chance for last comments, last 
thoughts, and a look to our upcoming 
112th Annual Conference in Guam — 
August 3 to 6, 2026.
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Versatility in 
action  
Redefining cargo 
handling – where digital 
precision meets auto-
mation and intelligence. 
www.liebherr.com 

Mobile harbour cranes



SPEAKER PROFILES

Derek Chow
Business Development Manager,  
Burns & McDonnell

Derek Chow cur-
rently serves as the 
Pacific Rim Business 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Manager for Burns 
& McDonnell En- 
gineering Company. 
Previously, he served 

as the director of Hawaii’s commercial 
ports and oversaw the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers water resources development 
throughout the Pacific. He was deployed 
in support of Operation Enduring 
Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom 
to assist with infrastructure reconstruc-
tion in these war-torn countries. He is 
a graduate of the U.S. Coast Guard’s 
Leadership Program and the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers Leadership Program.

Walter Anderson
Founder, PortSecure Cybersecurity /  
CISO, Nanaimo Port Authority

Walter Anderson is the Founder of PortSecure Cybersecurity 
and serves as CISO for the Nanaimo Port Authority. With 
more than 20 years in the field, he helps maritime and logistics 
organizations strengthen defences, align security with business 
strategy, and meet regulatory requirements. Walter recently 
led a national cyber-physical exercise involving 150 organiza-
tions to advance Canada’s critical infrastructure resilience. He 
is also committed to mentoring future security leaders and 

supporting innovation in the global port community.

Rickey Childs
Senior Vice President, Pasha Maritime 
& Logistics, The Pasha Group

As Senior Vice 
President of Mari-
time for The Pasha 
Group, Mr. Childs 
oversees the entire 
stevedoring oper-
ations, managing 
both labor and 

management responsibilities related to 
cargo handling activities. Joining The 
Pasha Group in 2022, he began as Vice 
President of Pasha International where 
he partnered with key clients to launch 
a series of dedicated international vessel 
services supporting an end-to-end transit 
solution in response to the global supply 
chain disruption. Prior to The Pasha 
Group, Mr. Childs held various positions 
with APL, part of the CMA/CGM 
group, including Vice President of Labor 
Relations.

Gregory Bunn
Senior Director, Government Solutions,
The Pasha Group

Gregory N. Bunn is the Senior Director, Government Solutions 
of The Pasha Group. He is responsible for business development 
strategies, contracting new business, and supporting operations 
for military and government business enterprise wide. Mr. Bunn 
joined The Pasha Group in 2023 following his retirement from 
the U.S. Army. He served his country for 34 years with the major-
ity of that time as a transportation/logistics officer. Mr. Bunn is 
a graduate of Christopher Newport University, where he received 

a B.S. in Governmental Administration. He is also a graduate of the National Defense 
University, where he received his M.S. in National Security and Resource Strategy from 
the Eisenhower School.

Joe Carrillo
Regional Vice President, Northern California, SSA Marine

Joe Carrillo serves as Northern California’s regional vice president 
for SSA Pacific Inc. SSA Pacific Inc. is a subsidiary of global ter-
minal operator SSA Marine based in Seattle, Washington. SSA 
Marine is the world’s largest privately held stevedore company 
and operates in over 250 strategic locations. Joe is in his 17th year 
with SSA Marine and has gained a wealth of knowledge regard-
ing global supply chain processes. Joe’s stops along his career have 
included major global seaports such as Long Beach, Mexico and 

Panama while always servicing multi-nation companies with dynamic teams inside the 
organization.

LTC Julie A. Campbell
 U.S. Army Pacific (USARPAC) G44 Mobility Chief 

LTC Julie A. Campbell is a YG2006 officer, originally from Seattle, 
WA. She earned her commission through the ROTC program at 
the University of Colorado at Colorado Springs (UCCS) with a 
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology. She earned a Master’s in Business 
Administration (MBA) from the College of William & Mary at 
Williamsburg, VA. LTC Campbell’s awards include a Bronze Star, 
Four Meritorious Service Medals, four Army Commendation 
Medals, Two Army Achievement Medal, two Good Conduct 

Medals, a National Defense Service Medal, an Iraq Campaign Medal, and the Global 
War on Terrorism Service Medal. 

In-depth speaker profiles 
are available at  

pacificportsconference.com
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SPEAKER PROFILES

Greg Chu
General Manager,   
Container Operations, Matson

Greg Chu was 
promoted to the 
position of General 
Manager, Container 
Operations – Hawaii 
in 2023.  In this role, 
he is responsible for 
the management and 

coordination of all Matson Navigation 
Company operations in the Hawaii region. 
Since joining Matson in 1996, Greg has 
risen to a number of leadership positions, 
including Manager, Vessel Operations 
and then Manager, Pacific Northwest 
Operations in Seattle. In 2017, Greg 
moved to Auckland, New Zealand as 
General Manager, responsible for all of 
Matson’s business interests and strategic 
development in the South Pacific. He is 
a former Lieutenant Commander in the 
U.S. Naval Reserves. He earned a B.S. 
from the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy, 
Kings Point and an M.B.A. from Loyola 
Marymount University.

Anita Gill
Port Security Officer and Director of 
Security, Compliance & Authorizations, 
Vancouver Fraser Port Authority

Ms. Gill is the Port 
Security Officer and 
Director of Security, 
Compliance &  
Authorizations at 
the Vancouver Fraser 
Port Authority, lead-
ing permitting, sec- 

urity, and enforcement strategies that sup-
port Canada’s trade while protecting the 
environment. With over 20 years in legis-
lative enforcement, Ms. Gill has served 
as Director of Health, Safety & Security, 
Manager of Security, and Security 
Specialist at VFPA. In her current role, Ms. 
Gill oversees port-wide safety, marine and 
landside security, compliance, and permit-
ting. Ms. Gill holds a BA in Criminology 
(SFU), several Justice Institute certificates, 
and an Executive MBA (Cornell-Queen’s). 
She represents VFPA as a member of 
the BC Association of Chiefs of Police 
(BCACP) and in 2024 was recognized as 
the top 50 women leaders in Vancouver.

Eric Gilmore
Director of Business Development,  
International Association of Maritime and Port Executives

Eric Gilmore has served as the Director of Business Development 
for the International Association of Maritime and Port Executives 
since December 2020. He has over 25 years of professional 
experience in the maritime and higher education fields and holds 
a B.S. in Business Administration from Northwestern State 
University. In addition to strong skills in business planning, 
sales, entrepreneurship, economic development and leadership, 
Gilmore has extensive marketing experience within the maritime 

industry. He has served as a Director on the Board of the Inland Rivers, Ports and 
Terminals Association for over five years. 

 Bulk & Breakbulk / 
Fuel & Liquid / Grain

General Manager Kim B. Puzey — 541-379-9700

Facilitating Trade for  
Northeast Oregon

Mark Your Calendar! APP 112th Annual Conference!   
August 3 to 6, 2026 — Guam

www.PacificPortsConference.com
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SPEAKER PROFILES

Maripas Jacobo
Community Outreach Specialist,  
Port of Hueneme

Maripas Jacobo, a 
proud Oxnard native, 
has dedicated her 
life to empower her 
community through 
education, workforce 
development, and sus- 
tainability. As a Com-

munity Outreach Specialist at the Port of 
Hueneme, she plays a key role in advancing 
the $2 million S.P.E.E.D. workforce de- 
velopment initiative, which connects 
local talent with high-impact career 
pathways. Maripas also leads the Port’s 
Global Trade & Logistics high school 
course, inspiring and equipping the next 
generation of leaders with the skills and 
knowledge to thrive in a global economy. 
Her work reflects a deep commitment to 
creating equitable opportunities and a 
more resilient future for Ventura County.

Annfinn Hjelm
Ambassador,
Environmental Port Index (EPI)

Annfinn Hjelm 
serves as an 
Ambassador for 
the Environmental 
Port Index (EPI), an 
organization owned 
by Norwegian ports, 
dedicated to provid-

ing reliable emissions data to the global 
port & harbor industry primarily within 
the cruise industry. With more than 
15 years of experience in senior leader-
ship roles primarily within the maritime 
industry, Annfinn has held C-level pos-
itions spanning business development, 
finance, as well as commercial strategy 
& execution both in the public and pri-
vate sector. His work is driven by a focus 
on transparency, collaboration, and the 
practical adoption of environmental 
insights within maritime operations. In 
addition to his executive background, 
Annfinn has spent a decade on the 
Council of Cruise Europe, contribut-
ing to industry-wide initiatives and 
strengthening partnerships throughout 
the region.

Working Together for the Greater Good                                     
of the Skagit Valley 

www.portofskagit.com   |   360-757-0011  

La Conner Marina              

Skagit Regional Airport             

Bayview Business Park          

SWIFT Center      

Watershed Business Park 

Gus Hein
Gateway Director, Mid-Pacific Region, U.S. Maritime Administration

Mr. Hein serves as the Gateway Director for the Mid-Pacific 
Region for the U.S. Maritime Administration. His responsibilities 
include promoting economic growth; mitigating port and highway 
congestions: environmental compliance; support shipbuilding; 
and emergency response. He is also a Navy Reserve Officer and 
veteran of Afghanistan. His broad range reserve staff assignments 
include the U.S. Strategic Command, the Maritime Civil Affairs 
and Security Training Command, the U.S. Pacific Command, U.S. 

Transportation Command, U.S. Pacific Fleet, and the Combined Security Transition 
Command – Afghanistan. 

Scott Grindy
President, Pacific Coast Congress of Harbormasters and Port Managers

Scott Grindy is the President of the Pacific Coast Congress of 
Harbormasters and Port Managers as well as being the current 
Harbor Master for the San Francisco Marina Small Craft Harbor. 
In addition to these roles, he continues his appointment by 
California Governor Newsom as a member of the San Francisco 
Harbor Safety Committee and leads a work group called Bay Area 
Marina Operators with over 60 San Francisco Bay regional marinas 
participating in technical training, regional regulation updates and 

building comradeship for keeping the harbors/marinas safe. In 2014, Scott was awarded 
the Harbor Master of the Year for the State of California and continues to support 
many other regional maritime entities. 
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SPEAKER PROFILES

Stacey Kilarski
Resource Management Specialist, 
Lynker

Stacey is a seasoned 
resource management 
specialist with over 
20 years of expertise 
in the marine and 
coastal management 
field in the Pacific 
Islands region. She 

possesses extensive experience in biological 
and socioeconomic research, project man-
agement, marine benthic surveying, and 
environmental/natural resource planning 
and policy. Her specialization includes 
environmental analysis and permitting, 
ESA Section 7 and Section 10 consulta-
tions, marine benthic community sur-
veys, biological assessments, and Essential 
Fish Habitat assessments.

Eleanor Kirtley
Senior Program Manager, Green Marine

Eleanor Kirtley opened Green Marine’s first U.S. and satellite office 
when she joined the program in November 2014. As senior program 
manager, she coordinates the certification process and program 
development with the other three program managers. Eleanor also 
coordinates the West Coast Advisory Committee, supports our 
participants in this region and elsewhere in the United States, and 
facilitates the technical committee for ship owners. In addition 
to being responsible for all of the certification criteria for vessels, 

Eleanor also oversees the development of performance indicators for air emissions.

Anya Kwan
Associate, Best Best & Krieger LLP

Anya Kwan is an associate in Best Best & Krieger LLP’s 
Environmental and Natural Resources Law practice group. With 
previous experience as a chemist, Anya brings her interest and 
background to her practice, including assisting cities and water 
districts understand the scientific basis of mandated water quality 
standards. Although Anya primarily works on matters involving 
per- and poly- fluorinated alkyl substances and HF183, she 

also monitors which chemicals are likely become an emerging contaminants before 
regulations are implemented.

DreanaLee Kalili
Deputy Director, Hawaii Department 
of Transportation

Dre Kalili serves as a 
Deputy Director for the 
Hawaii Department of 
Transportation and 
oversees operations of 
the state’s commercial 
ports system. She was 
appointed by Governor 

Josh Green in December 2022. Prior to her 
appointment, Dre served as the HDOT 
Highways Special Projects Manager and 
led the $25 million broadband pilot pro-
ject to fiber-enable highway facilities and 
provide free high-speed internet service in 
underserved communities statewide. She 
also provided support for implementation 
of the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 
Act programs. Dre also served as an Interim 
Deputy Director and Executive Assistant 
for the City and County of Honolulu’s 
Department of Transportation Services, 
Business Development Manager for 
HDOT, Policy and Program Analyst for 
the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands, 
and as a Projects Director for Government 
Affairs and Business Development for the 
Native Affairs and Development Group in 
Washington, D.C.  She holds a Master of 
Business Administration and a Bachelor’s 
degree in international affairs and Russian 
language. 
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Deanna Woods
Director of People & Product 
Development,  GRT

Deanna Woods is 
Director of People & 
Product Development 
at GRT, where she 
leads partnerships 
and innovation init-
iatives advancing circ- 
ular solutions for 

ports and infrastructure. Her back-
ground spans 15 years in environmental 
strategy, research, and communications, 
with experience bridging industry, gov-
ernment, and academia. Deanna’s work 
focuses on translating complex sustain-
ability challenges into practical, systems-
based approaches that build resilience 
and shared value across sectors. She is 
a certified Environmental Professional 
(EP) and holds a Master’s in Environment 
and Management from Royal Roads 
University.  

Jeff Wingfield
Deputy Port Director of Regulatory and Public Affairs, Port of Stockton

Jeff Wingfield began his career at the Port of Stockton in 2004. 
As the Deputy Port Director of Regulatory and Public Affairs, 
he oversees the environmental, public affairs, government 
affairs, and grants departments, and is responsible for balan-
cing commerce and growth with environmental sustainability. 
His division assesses the environmental impacts of develop-
ment projects and determines appropriate mitigation measures 
as well as prepares and distributes environmental documenta-

tion; dredging permitting and coordination; noise abatement, water quality, and air 
quality; contamination characterizations; wildlife management; and establishment of 
policies regarding environmental quality issues. Jeff oversees public affairs for the port 
and is responsible for the overall communications activities, including media relations, 
community outreach, and special events. Jeff also identifies funding opportunities for 
electrification, port development, and infrastructure improvement in the grants depart-
ment. He collaborates with multiple governmental agencies to secure funding for these 
initiatives.

SPEAKER PROFILES

Blair Tassone
Director of Business Development, GRT

Blair Tassone is the 
Director of Business 
Development at GRT, 
a Canadian company 
advancing circular 
economy solutions for 
ports, infrastructure, 
and urban develop-

ment. With over 15 years of experience 
in environmental remediation, soil recyc-
ling, and waste management, he leads 
partnerships and growth initiatives across 
the Pacific Northwest. Blair has overseen 
complex contaminated soil, dredge, and 
industrial waste projects, giving him a 
deep understanding of the regulatory and 
technical systems that shape sustainable 
infrastructure delivery. He is a registered 
Applied Science Technologist (AScT) and 
registered Biologist, and holds a Bachelor 
of Science in Natural Science from the 
University of Alaska Anchorage.

In-depth speaker profiles 
are available at  

pacificportsconference.com

Kirk Molacek
Director of Federal Projects, Burns & McDonnell

Kirk Molacek is a Director of Federal Projects at Burns & McDonnell 
and serves as the firm’s lead for missile defense programs. With more 
than 18 years of experience supporting Department of Defense 
initiatives, he is responsible for shaping federal program strategy, 
guiding pursuit and execution planning, and leading multidisci-
plinary teams in the planning and design of military construction 
(MILCON) projects.  Kirk’s experience spans business development, 
project and program management, and leadership of missile defense 

and nuclear navy programs. He brings a comprehensive perspective to delivering com-
plex federal infrastructure projects that advance mission readiness, modernize critical 
facilities, and align with long-term national defense priorities.

Mark Your Calendar! APP 112th Annual Conference!   
August 3 to 6, 2026 — Guam

www.PacificPortsConference.com

Chris Martin
Vice President, Operations, Young Brothers LLC

Chris Martin is the Vice President of Operations 
for Young Brothers, LLC, Hawaii’s leading interis-
land freight handling and transportation company. Serv- 
ing individuals and businesses alike, Young Brothers is the only regu-
larly scheduled water carrier authorized by the State of Hawaii’s Public 
Utilities Commission to transport goods between the islands. From 
food and other refrigerated cargo to building materials, equipment, 
and cars, Chris’ team of highly skilled employees at the terminal and 

on the ocean, navigate some of the most challenging channels in Hawaii to provide 
shipping solutions for every type of cargo. Chris has more than 20 years of maritime 
transportation experience that spans both here and in the Pacific Northwest. Using his 
experience to guide him, Chris understands the critical service Young Brothers provides 
to the state and continues to work to move the Company forward for another 120 years.
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Leader in the Paci�c

EXPERTISE.  RESOURCES.  RELIABILITY.



It’s always a pleasure to gather with our colleagues in trade to work on overcoming 

challenges and maximizing our opportunities as we build the Green Port of the 

Future. The Port of Long Beach is proud to sponsor the Association of Pacific Ports 

2026 Winter Conference.

Time for Collaboration


